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The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1961,  which  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

On  the  whole,  the  statistics  are  favourable  as  compared  with  the 
county  and  country  as  a whole,  but  the  Death  rate  increased  and  the 
Birth  rate  decreased.  The  1961  live  births  were  two  less  than  in  1960 
and  stood  at  the  figure  of  13.  As  the  number  of  deaths  was  25,  the 
natural  decrease  in  the  population  was  12. 

The  Still  Birth  and  Perinatal  Mortality  rates  remain  high  as  in 
the  country  generally  and  I have  made  this  a subject  for  comment  in  the 
body  of  the  report. 

Heart  disease  was  the  chief  cause  of  death,  40  per  cent,  due  to 
coronary  heart  disease.  Only  1 death  occurred  from  cancer  of  the 
lung  out  of  a total  of  3 deaths  from  this  cause,  but  let  us  not  be  too 
complacent,  since  deaths  from  cancer  in  England  and  Wales  in  1961 
increased  once  more.  The  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on 
“Smoking  and  Health”  should  remind  us  that  it  has  been  proved  that 
smoking  is  a cause  of  lung  cancer  and  bronchitis  and  may  contribute  to 
the  development  of  Coronary  Heart  Disease.  The  report  recommends 
further  education  of  the  public,  and  especially  school  children,  concerning 
the  hazards  of  smoking.  Publicity  material  is  being  prepared  free  of 
charge  and  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  has  arranged  a 
convincing  Publicity  Campaign  to  be  launched  in  the  Autumn  of  1962. 

During  periods  of  drought  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
supplying  water  to  those  areas  beyond  the  reach  of  the  water  main,  thus 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  extend  the  water  mains.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  collection  of  refuse,  whilst  refuse  collection  in  the  Borough 
is  satisfactory  there  is  a need  to  extend  the  service  further  beyond  the 
built  up  area. 

Infectious  diseases  during  the  year  were  few  and  are  discussed 
elsewhere  in  the  report,  but  I would  refer  here  to  the  epidemic  of 
smallpox  which  occurred  in  the  country  in  1961  when  a suspected  case 
of  smallpox  arrived  in  England  on  a cross-channel  boat.  A contact  of 
this  case  was  traced  to  N.  Montgomeryshire  and  offered  vaccination. 
Pending  confirmation  of  the  diagnosis  I personally  visited  and  examined 
this  person  daily.  Fortunately,  serological  tests  proved  negative. 

In  December,  1961,  as  a result  of  the  importation  of  a case  to 
Birmingham,  subsequently  confirmed,  a contact  once  more  arrived  in 
N.  Montgomeryshire  area.  He  had  been  vaccinated  but  was  kept  under 
my  personal  supervision  and  was  visited  daily  on  six  occasions.  He 
did  not  contract  the  disease,  but  had  he  done  so  one  wonders  whether 


the  local  population  would  have  been  sufficiently  well  protected  by 
previous  vaccination  at  that  stage  to  stay  an  epidemic  such  as  ultimately 
occurred  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Parents  attending  the  Welfare 
Clinic  are  advised  to  have  their  babies  vaccinated  before  commencing 
immunization  for  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis. 

Finally  I must  briefly  refer  to  the  “Mysterious  illness”  affecting 
pupils  at  Welshpool  Secondary  Modern  School  early  in  1961.  In 
February  of  the  year  1961,  92  pupils  of  both  sexes  (females  predominat- 
ing) were  affected  by  an  illness  manifesting  symptoms  of  “Sickness” 
and  “Giddiness”  and  in  some  cases,  apparent  “Collapse.”  At  first  it 
was  not  possible  to  ascribe  the  illness  to  any  specific  cause,  and  after 
intensive  investigation  of  cases,  contacts  and  premises,  the  advice  of 
the  Pathologist,  County  Analyst,  the  Coal  Board,  the  Gas  Board  and 
County  Surveyor’s  Department  was  sought.  The  sewerage  system, 
water  supply  and  school  canteen  were  thoroughly  investigated,  also  the 
suspected  presence  of  “Marsh  Gas”  was  sought.  All  results  proved 
negative.  At  this  stage  the  advice  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  was 
sought  and  previous  investigations  were  verified.  The  affected  cases 
were  excluded  and  the  crisis  ceased. 


A report  from  Dr.  Baird  (official  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health) 
stated  that  similar  incidents  had  occurred  in  schools  elsewhere  in  the 
country  where  no  cause  was  found. 


It  was  thought  that  originally  a true  case  of  fainting  had  occurred 
in  an  overcrowded  classroom  and  that  subsequently  further  pupils 
fainted.  The  mere  fact  that  “bodies”  were  carried  down  the  corridors 
precipitated  a state  of  mass  hysteria  ’ in  this  closed  community. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  all  the  patients  were  well  at  home 
and  that  no  other  members  of  their  family  were  infected  * 

, Jn,  the1  absence  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  proof  it  was 
decided  that  the  symptoms  were  hysterical  manifestations. 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
^ ff  • the  ^ur^yor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his 

MrffFvLthf'r  lnvaIuable  assistance  during  the  year  and  especially  to 

circums"ancesroPfrtheaare8a  Pm  ^ rdating  t0  the  Sanitary 


I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

ELINOR  M.  GREVILLE. 


July  26th,  1962. 
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LLANFYLLIN  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  AT  31st,  MARCH,  1961 

The  Mayor:  Alderman  Miss  E.  A.  MARTIN,  B.A. 

Deputy  Mayor:  Alderman  D.  JONES 

Alderman  E.  REES  DAVIES 
Alderman  J.  HOWELLS 
Councillors:  D.  LI.  EVANS 
J.  E.  EVANS 
P.  A.  JONES 

I.  H.  LEWIS 
REES  LLOYD 
A.  F.  MANN 

J.  M.  OWEN 

R.  D.  ROBERTS 
A.  W.  WATKINS 
I.  M.  WATKINS 


Officers  of  the  Council. 


Town  Clerk 


Medical  Officer 


T.  E.  A.  Jarvis,  Solicitor. 

Elinor  M.  Greville,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Borough  Surveyor  and  Public  LI.  O.  Evans,  Cert  S.I.B.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 
Health  Inspector  (Meats  and  Others  Foods) 


Borough  Treasurer 


R.  A.  Birch,  A.I.M.T.A.,  A.C.W.A. 


Borough  Collecting  Officer  ...  Mrs.  M.  A.  Davies 
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SECTION  “A" 


General  Statistics 

Area  of  District — 8,143  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  resident 

population — 1 ,240 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books — 396. 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1961 — £11,404. 

Sum  of  Penny  Rate — £44  19s.  3d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population. 

Estimated  Mid  1961 — 1,240 
Estimated  Mid  1960 — 1,280 
Estimated  Mid  1959 — 1,300 
Estimated  Mid  1958 — 1,300 

These  figures  show  a decline  in  the  population  of  40  ov#r  tht 
1960  figure.  The  1961  live  births  stood  at  the  figure  of  13,  as  the  numbtr 
of  deaths  was  25,  the  Natural  decrease  in  the  population  was  12. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Live  Births. 


Live  births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

8 

5 

13 

Illegitimate  ... 

— « 

— - 

— 

Total  

8 

5 

13 

Note:  9 (5  male  and  4 female)  of  these  births  took  place  outside 
the  borough,  presumably  in  hospital. 

Crude  Birth  Rate  = 10.48  per  1,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (for  age  and  sex)  = 12.26  per  1,000 
population. 

England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  (1961)  provisional— 17.4. 

Montgomeryshire  Birth  Rate  (1961)— 15.3. 

Still-Births:  2 (1  male  and  1 female)  both  legitimate. 

Still-birth  Rate  = 133.3  per  1,000  total  births.  This  high  figure 
would  still  be  high  if  only  1 such  still  birth  had  occurred. 
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The  causes  of  the  2 still-births  were: — 

(a)  Abnormal  presentation  associated  with  instrumental 
delivery  and  toxaemia. 

(b)  Toxaemia. 

Both  births  occurred  in  hospital  in  Shropshire. 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  immediately  before,  during  and 
immediately  after  confinement)  = 133.3  per  1,000  total  births.  The 
2 still-births  gave  rise  to  this  high  rate.  Prematurity  was  the  cause  in 
both  cases.  The  rate  for  the  whole  country  remains  high.  The  Central 
Health  Services  Council,  Ministry  of  Health  in  its  report  (1961)  states 
that  the  same  general  causes  are  responsible  for  both  still  births  and 
neonatal  deaths.  Prematurity  plays  a large  part  in  this  and  nothing 
is  at  present  known  about  50  per  cent  .of  premature  labours,  the 
commonest  causes  being  disorders  of  the  respiratory  system,  congenital 
malformations  and  haemorrhage  into  the  brain.  The  survival  rate  of 
premature  infants  is  directly  proportional  to  the  birth  weight.  Obstetric 
and  Paedriatic  research  now  aims  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  prematurity 
and  promote  further  the  care  of  the  premature  infant.  The  Council 
considers  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  integrate  all  aspects  of 
hospital  and  home  care  and  further  an  effective  system  of  after  care 
wherein  the  family  doctor,  the  health  visitor,  the  obstetrician,  the 
paediatrician  and  the  local  authority  medical  officers  should  be  co- 
ordinated to  supervise  the  care  over  several  years. 

Deaths 

All  causes: 


Male  

12 

Female  

13 

Total  

25 

Note:  4 of  these  deaths  (3  male  and  1 female)  occurred  at 
“Y  Dolydd”  and  1 death  (male)  at  “Morda  House,”  Oswestry. 

Crude  death  rate:  20.16  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  death  rate:  17.74  1,000  population. 

Montgomeryshire  death  rate:  11.85. 
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Deaths  by  age 

, cause 

, and  sex  during  the  year 

Cause 

Sex 

Age  Groups 

Total 

50-60  60-70 

70-80 

80-90 

M 

F 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung, 

bronchitis 

M 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Leukaemia 

F 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of 

M 

1 

1 

nervous  system 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Coronary  disease, 

M 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Angina 

F 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  diseases 

M 

1 

1 

2 

F 

1 2 

1 

2 

6 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

M 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  respiratory 

system 

M 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases 

M 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents 

M 

1 

1 

Totals 

M 

1 

2 

6 

3 

12 

F 

3 

3 

3 

4 

13 

Grand  Totals 

4 

5 

9 

7 

25 

The  70-90  age  group  experienced  the  greater  number  of  deaths 
— as  is  to  be  expected  in  a district  containing  a home  for  the  aged. 
The  chief  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease — 40  per  cent,  due  to  coronary 
heart  disease. 


Comparative  Statistics  1960  and  1961 


Birth  rate  (adjusted)  ... 
Death  Rate  (adjusted)  . 

Still  birth  rate 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 


Llanfyllin  Eng.  & 

Borough  Monts.  Wales 

12.26  (13.71)  15.3  17.4 

17.44  (16.31)  11.88  12 

13-3%(1 1.76%)  1.8%  1.87% 
13.3  %(1 1.76  %)  - — 


(Figures  in  brackets  denote  rates  in  1960) 
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SECTION  B 

National  Health  Act  1948  ... 

Public  Health  provisions  administered  by  the  County  Council 
(see  County  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report). 


SECTION  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 
Water  Supplies. 


(i)  Quality. 

To  report  upon  the  quality  of  the  water  supplies  in  this  district 
it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  public  supplies  and  supplies  drawn 
from  private  sources. 

The  public  supply  is  drawn  from  a well  sunk  in  valley  gravel. 
Samples  of  the  supply  are  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  each 
month.  During  the  year  under  review  16  samples  of  the  supply  were 
bacteriologically  examined.  Five  were  excellent,  eight  were  satisfactory, 
two  were  suspicious  and  one  unsatisfactory.  One  chemical  sample  was 
examined  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  private  supplies  are  mostly  from  shallow  wells  or  springs 
and  detailed  information  regarding  their  quality  is  not  available.  During 
the  year  under  review,  three  samples  of  privately  owned  water  supplies 
were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  One  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  one  suspicious  and  one  unsatisfactory. 

(ii)  Quantity. 

To  report  upon  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  Borough 
it  is  again  necessary  to  deal  separately  with  those  properties  which  are 
within  reach  of  the  public  mains  and  those  which  have  to  rely  on  private 
supplies. 

The  public  supply  is  adequate  for  all  purposes.  The  dwellings 
and  population  supplied  from  the  mains  are  as  follows: — 

No.  of  Dwellings  Estimated  Population 

Water  laid  on  to  house  or 

Curtilage  ...  ...  332  1,087 

Dealing  generally  with  the  properties  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
watermain  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  periods  of  drought  the 
supplies  are  inadequate.  The  elevation  of  some  properties  makes  it 
difficult  to  supply  them  economically,  but  I consider  that  the  watermains 
should  be  extended  wherever  possible  so  as  to  make  the  maximum  use 
of  an  adequate  source.  I am  glad  to  note  however  that  a high  proportion 
of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  a mains  water  supply. 
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(iii)  Plumbo-Solvent  Action. 

The  public  water  supply  is  treated  for  the  correction  of  pH 
value  and  I would  not  expect  the  water  to  have  a marked  aggressive 
action  on  metals. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Following  the  construction  in  1953  of  new  sewerage  works  for 
the  town  the  position  regarding  drainage  and  sewerage  is  satisfactory 
within  the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  made  it  possible 
to  convert  most  of  the  pail  closets  in  the  town.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  no  pail  closets  in  use  in  the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Public  Cleansing 

Throughout  the  year  under  review  arrangements  were  in  force 
for  the  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  the  built-up  area  of  the 
district.  The  service  was  confined  to  the  contents  of  bins  and  the  refuse 
was  disposed  of  on  one  tip  situated  outside  the  Borough  and  one 
situated  within  the  Borough.  I consider  that  there  is  a need  to  extend 
the  refuse  collection  service  beyond  the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 


Public  Health  Inspections. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector  carried  out  the 


following  inspections: — 

Public  Health  6 

Food  and  Drugs  7 

Housing  Inspections  12 

Drainage  1 

Building  Inspections  4 

Meat  Inspections  191 

Refuse  Disposal  3 


As  a result  of  the  above  inspections  the  following  notices  were 
served  with  the  result  indicated: — 

No.  Served  No.  Complied  with 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  1 1 


Shops  and  Offices 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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Caravan  Sites 

The  only  licensed  caravan  site  in  the  district  is  at  Pentre  to 
accommodate  one  caravan  only. 

Smoke  Abatement 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Eradiction  of  Bed  Bugs 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

SECTION  D 
Factories  Act  1937-1959 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Outworkers 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district  and  therefore  no  statistics 
relating  to  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  of  1937  are  included  in  this  report. 


SECTION  E 

The  following  information  is  required  to  be  included  in  this 
report: — 

(1)  There  were  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1960  the  following 
numbers  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  sold  or  stored: — 


Butcher’s  Shops  2 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  1 
General  Provisions  Shops  ...  4 

Greengrocer’s  Shops  1 

Cafes  3 

Confectioner’s  Shops  4 

Licensed  Premises  4 


(2)  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  requires  the 
registration  of  all  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream 
or  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale.  The  following  numbers 


of  premises  are  so  registered: — 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  5 

For  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  1 
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(3)  Educational  activity  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  was  confined 
to  advice  and  discussion. 

(4)  One  slaughterhouse  was  in  operation  in  the  district 
throughout  the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  meat  inspected  and 
condemned. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Number  Killed  ... 

Number  Inspected 


Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 

126  — — 995  178 

126  — — 995  178 


AH  Diseases  Except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  4 

% of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  3.18% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part 


of  organ  was  condemned  1 

% of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  0.79%  


CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  — 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  _ 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   __ 

Total  weight  condemned  188  lb. 


4 1 


— 0.40%  0.56% 


0.00%  0.00% 
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SECTION  F 

Infectious  Disease  Control 

Only  3 cases  of  infectious  disease  were  actually  notified  during 
1961  and  were  distributed  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  2 

Whooping  cough  1 


It  seems  more  than  likely  that  cases  of  measles  did  appear  in 
the  Borough  since  an  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  in  the  surrounding 
rural  district. 

Tuberculosis 

The  2 cases  notified  were  of  pulmonary  origin  in  2 females  aged 
65  years  and  29  years.  Both  were  successfully  treated  in  hospital. 

In  the  preventive  field,  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  leavers  con- 
tinued at  Llanfyllin  High  School,  where  66  pupils  were  tested  and  52 
were  found  to  require  vaccination,  which  was  successfully  carried  out. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  paid  a visit  to  the  Borough  during 
the  year.  (Mass  Radiography  discloses,  in  the  country  as  a whole,  a 
large  number  of  persons  with  unsuspected  active  disease  who  still 
require  treatment  and  a recent  report  on  Mass  Radiography  (1961) 
suggests  that  17  per  cent,  of  children  have  acquired  tuberculosis  infection 
by  the  age  of  13  years,  hence  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
public  utilizes  the  services  of  this  unit). 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  to  persons 
under  the  age  of  40  years  and  older  people  at  risk.  Fourth  injections 
are  now  being  given  to  all  children  prior  to  entry  to  school  or  as  soon 
as  possible  after  that  date. 

Consequent  upon  the  epidemic  spread  of  the  disease  in  Kingston- 
upon-Hull  in  October  (when  oral  vaccine  was  used  to  contain  the 
epidemic)  the  numbers  attending  the  local  clinic  rose  appreciably  and 
many  were  the  requests  for  the  oral  type  of  vaccine,  but  the  County 
Health  Authority  have  not  to  date  decided  to  introduce  this  method. 
Fortunately  for  the  country,  by  September  30th,  1961,  over  16  million 
people  in  England  and  Wales  had  been  given  at  least  2 injections  of 
vaccine,  and  124  million  had  been  given  at  least  3.  More  than  8 out 
of  every  10  children  under  18  had  been  immunized  and  6 out  of  every 
10  people  between  18-28  years. 
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